GRADING GUIDE

CHOOSING YOUR TIMBER GRADE

Every piece of timber tells its own story—rich with natural features that make wood a unique
material. Grading simply groups these natural features—Ilike knots, grain, and colour variation—so
you can choose the look that suits your space.

Grading isn't about quality—every Chauncey’s floorboard is crafted to the same high standard, no matter the grade.
What changes is the appearance: things like the number and size of knots, the variation in colour, grain pattern, and the

presence of natural features such as sapwood or splits. This guide will help you find the grade that feels right for your
project.

KEY TERMS EXPLAINED....

TECTONIC® ENGINEERED OAK PLANKS

PRIME CHARACTER
Our cleanest and most uniform option, Prime grade Character grade celebrates the natural charm and
offers a sleek, refined look with minimal variation. individuality of the wood. You'll see a broader range of

colour variation and distinctive grain, giving the floor an
authentic, organic feel.

«  Colour variation permitted
»  Filled knots up to 35mm
«  Sound knots up to 70mm

+  Cracks in knots up to 100mm,
either end of knot

«  Occasional stable end
splits — length of split can be up the
width of the board.

+  Occasional sound hard sap up
to 10% of face area of the board

« Little colour variation
+  Mainly clear boards

+  Occasional sound pin knots up
to 10mm allowed

»  No splits or sap permitted

Last updated: 31.07.25

© This information sheet was compiled and written by Chaunceys Timber Flooring at Unit 1 St Philips Trade Park, St Philips, Bristol, BS2 OYB. At the time of compiling this
information sheet, we believe our recommendations to be wholly accurate, however, they are non-binding recommendations. Since the application and processing of the products is
beyond our control, the responsibility rests solely with the user. When a new info sheet on this topic is published the previous version loses its validity. The photographs in this sheet
are intended only as illustrations.
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GIANT TECTONIC® OAK PLANKS

MILL RUN

Mill Run offers a natural mix of our oak grades, showcasing a wide range of timber’s unique
features. Each batch varies, with different amounts of clear boards, knots, splits, and sapwood.
Expect a beautiful blend of colour variations—both subtle and bold—as well as straight or wavy
grain patterns. Knots of all sizes, traces of sapwood, and striking medullary rays add to the rustic
charm and character of this grade. Perfect for those who love the full story and texture of natural
oak.

TECTONIC® ENGINEERED OAK HERRINGBONE

PRIME CHARACTER
This grade offers a clean, elegant look with minimal colour Character grade brings out the natural beauty and
variation for a consistent finish. individuality of the wood, with a broader range of colour

variation and more visible knots.

Some colour variation
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MILL RUN

Mill Run offers a natural mix of our oak grades, showcasing a wide range of timber’s unique
features. Each batch varies, with different amounts of clear boards, knots, splits, and sapwood.
Expect a beautiful blend of colour variations—both subtle and bold—as well as straight or wavy
grain patterns. Knots of all sizes, traces of sapwood, and striking medullary rays add to the rustic
charm and character of this grade. Perfect for those who love the full story and texture of natural
oak.

N.B. Please refer to our plank grading for any herringbone blocks over 500mm long. Other grades such as 'Select' and

'Standard' grade are also available on some boards. Last updated: 31.07.25

© This information sheet was compiled and written by Chaunceys Timber Flooring at Unit 1 St Philips Trade Park, St Philips, Bristol, BS2 OYB. At the time of compiling this

information sheet, we believe our recommendations to be wholly accurate, however, they are non-binding recommendations. Since the application and processing of the products is

beyond our control, the responsibility rests solely with the user. When a new info sheet on this topic is published the previous version loses its validity. The photographs in this sheet
|| are intended only as illustrations.
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DOUGLAS FIR @

SELECT

Select grade Douglas Fir features many clear boards with a
clean, consistent appearance.

ﬁ\’/ [‘ “ +  Many clear boards
Rat

Sound knots allowed up to
approx. 30mm

+  Open knots replaced by 30mm
plugs

+  Small open knots filled.

«  No splits permitted

+ Limited sapwood allowed

EUROPEAN ASH %

SELECT

Select grade Ash features mainly clear boards with a
clean, consistent appearance. Occasional sound knots are
allowed as described below:

«  Unselected for colour (brown)

«  Occasional sound knots - max.
20mm (30mm on 260/300mm
wide boards)

«  Filled knots — max. 10mm
(15mm on 260/300mm
wide boards)

«  Minor (end) cracks up to
200mm allowed

« Sap and ‘olive ash’ heartwood
allowed

RUSTIC

Rustic grade embraces the full, natural character of

Douglas Fir

WHITE ASH SELECT

Sound knots allowed without
limitation

Open knots are replaced by
30mm/50mm plugs

Small open knots filled
Sapwood allowed without
restrictions

Heart and end cracks up
to 100mm are allowed but
are filled

Select grade White Ash offers a clean, natural white tone
with limited colour variation for a fresh, consistent look.

No ‘olive ash’ heartwood
permitted

Occasional 10mm pin knots

Limited colour variation
(natural white tone)
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ELM %

SELECT MILL RUN

Select grade Elm features a beautiful mix of grain patterns ~ Mill Run Elm is perfect for those who appreciate timber
and natural colour variation, giving each board subtle with rich, natural variation and personality.

individuality.

«  Sound knots maximum of
15mm (20mm for 260mm and
wider)

«  Filled knots maximum of
30mm (40Omm for 260mm
and wider)

+  Mixed grain
«  Some natural colour variation

Our Mill Run Elm is supplied in a
mixed width and in a mixed grade.
This includes varying characteristics,
with cracks up to 200mm, sound
knots up to 90mm and filled knots
up to 40mm. It may contain larger
colour variations and traces of
sapwood, as this is typical for elm.
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AMERICAN BLACK WALNUT %

SELECT

Select grade American Black Walnut offers a rich, elegant
finish with a refined, consistent appearance.

140/180/220mm wide 260mm wide

«  Knots maximum of 25mm «  Knots maximum 30mm

«  Filled knots up to maximum of +  Filled knots up to maximum of
15mm 15mm

«  Limited sapwood (steamed to +  Limited sapwood
balance colour) (steamed to balance colour)
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